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THE INTERNATIONAL MASTER’S PROGRAM (IMAP) and INTERNATIONAL
DOCTORATE (IDOC) IN JAPANESE HUMANITIES [EAXZFI—2A
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The International Master’s Program (IMAP) and International Doctorate (IDOC)
in Japanese Humanities

The International Master’s Program (IMAP) in Japanese Humanities (founded 2011) and the International
Doctorate IDOC) in Japanese Humanities (founded 2017) are the only two graduate programs conducted in English
within Kyushu University’s Graduate School of Humanities. Both programs are MEXT-certified and each enrolls a
select group of international and Japanese students. All students have full access to the educational strengths and
facilities of a world-class Japanese university and benefit from the rich array of academic resources it offers.

Both MA and PhD candidates study with specialists in Japanese history, architectural history, art history and
visual culture, literature, religion, and other facets of the humanities. Students enroll in rigorous seminars on
general and specialist topics—many of which incorporate study at cultural and historical sites within Japan. The
IMAP and IDOC in Japanese Humanities are characterized by closely supervised instruction and small seminars
customized to meet the long-term academic goals of each student. Seminars taught by primary faculty generally
emphasize premodern Japan and its relationship to East Asia; these are supplemented by courses offered by
affiliated and guest faculty in topics ranging from Japanese film to archaeology. There are also courses in field-
specific methodologies, research methods, and premodern languages (including kobun and kanbun).

Among other requirements, all IMAP and IDOC students are required to write a thesis in English under the
guidance of primary and secondary academic advisors. Depending on their Japanese-language proficiency, MA
candidates may select additional courses from the Graduate School of Humanities or other graduate schools within
the university; PhD candidates are required to enroll in graduate courses taught in Japanese.

So far, students have come to the program from all over the world, including from within Japan. Every year the
program also hosts a number of “courtesy students” who may join selected seminars and activities. These include
exchange students from partner universities (advanced undergraduate and graduate students) as well as research
students (supported by MEXT and other organizations, or self-funded). This rich mix of backgrounds and cultures
distinguishes the IMAP and IDOC programs. As Japanese students study alongside international students, non-
native English speakers hone their skills in academic English writing and reading, while others enhance their
Japanese language skills—with all students focused on graduate-level Japanese humanities research.

Upon graduation, MA recipients might continue their study at the PhD level in Japan and overseas, or secure
employment in journalism, public service, teaching and research positions, tourism, and information technology.



PhD candidates will typically seek academic or research
positions.

The IMAP and IDOC in Japanese Humanities offer many
activities and opportunities for students such as research
excursions and interactions with scholars from around the
world. Visiting faculty give intensive courses or special
lectures. These visiting scholars rank among world experts
in their fields; they are chosen to enhance the curriculum or
to support the research pursued by a particular student or
students. Students also assist in planning and implementing
these important gatherings and benefit from the expertise,
curricular variety, and network of introductions to the world
of Japan Studies scholarship that these visitors provide.
Lectures and courses frequently include field trips to historic
sites, museums, and other cultural activities. These may be
in Fukuoka or nearby Dazaifu, or we may travel to more
distant destinations. Excursions or multi-day trips have
included the study of history and sites on the islands of
Oshima and Tsushima; ceramics studios and the ruins of
Nagoya castle near Karatsu; temples and shrines on the
Kunisaki peninsula; Usa Hachimangi shrine; Hosokawa clan
history in Kumamoto; Nagasaki with visits to the Atomic
Bomb Museum, Obaku Zen temples, Dejima, and Japan’s
Christian legacy; and many other places in Kyushu or nearby
Busan (Republic of Korea).

IMAP and IDOC faculty also oversees the English-
language Journal of Asian Humanities at Kyushu University
(JAH-Q). JAH-Q is an open-access, Scopus-indexed, double-
blind peer-reviewed journal. It features scholarly essays and
reviews in all fields of the humanities in Asia from scholars
around the world and has been published by the School of
Letters, Graduate School of Humanities, Faculty of
Humanities at Kyushu University since 2016.

Journal of Asian
Humanities at
Kyushu University

The Journal of Asian Humanities at Kyushu University
(JAH-Q)

Fieldwork
(University Art Museum, Tokyo University of the Arts)

WFge=URL » http://www2litkyushu-u.ac.jp/en/impjh/
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At the center of Schweizer’s research is the
deployment of artifacts in space, especially site
planning and interior decoration in the widest
sense during the late medieval and early mod-
ern periods. This focus is accompanied by a
strong interest in issues of materiality, manu-
facturing technologies, and temporality. A sec-
ond area of interest comprises manifestations
of otherness (depictions of Asian, African, and
European foreigners; courtesans; and samurai),
transcultural picture migration, and export art
(especially lacquer). He is a corresponding
member of the Azuchi Castle Screens Re-
search Project and, together with IMAP faculty
member Yu Yang, a PI of the Getty-funded
project “Shared Coasts, Divided Historiogra-
phies.”

- “Bridges into Metaphorical Space: Hideyoshi’s
Imperial Landscape at Osaka,” in Landscape
and Authority in the Early Modern World (Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania Press, 2023), 139-72.

- “Puppets for the Margravine: Japanese
Ephemera and their (Re)Construction in Eigh-
teenth-Century Chinoiserie,” 21: Inquiries into
Art, History, and the Visual 2:1 (2021), 3-46.

- “The Elector’s Japan: Reading Export Lacquer
in Baroque Germany,” in Production, Distribu-
tion and Appreciation: New Aspects on East
Asian Lacquer Wares, vol. 1 of European Studies
in Asian Art and Archaeology (Brill, 2018).

- Osaki Hachiman: Architecture, Materiality,
and Samurai Power in Seventeenth-Century
Japan (Reimer, 2016).

- Japanische Lackkunst fitr Bayerns Fiirsten: Die
Japanischen Lackmobel der Staatlichen
Miinzsammlung Miinchen, co-edited with Mar-
tin Hirsch and Dietrich O. A. Klose (Staatliche
Miinzsammlung Miinchen, 2011).

- “Translating Visions: A Japanese Lacquer
Plaque of the Haram of Mecca in the L. A.
Mayer Memorial Museum, Jerusalem,” with
Avinoam Shalem, Ars Orientalis 39 (2010),
148-73.
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Van Goethem specializes in the history and
archaeology of the Asuka, Nara, and early
Heian periods. Her primary focus is on Kanmu
Tenno, on the layout of Japan’s ancient capital
cities, and on inscribed wooden tablets. She
has also published on site divination and on
the influence of fengshui thought on contem-
porary Japanese architecture. In her current
research, an institutional and social history of
Heian Jingi, she investigates issues related to
the reconstruction of long-lost buildings, the
deification of emperors, the presence of Chi-
nese cosmological symbolism in Shinto
shrines, and changes in perceptions of Heian
Jingi since its founding in the late nineteenth
century. Van Goethem teaches courses in pre-
modern Japanese history, archaeology, material
culture, and thought; research methods and
digital humanities; and East-West encounters.

- Journal of Asian Humanities at Kyushu Uni-
versity (JAH-Q), Editor 2016-2020, Editor-in-
Chief 2023-.

- [ ORIE — MR TiE %3] MFH10H
5 (2023), 22-24.

- [ OB E g LUK | HARDHIRE R T
7 (Vietnam National University, Japan Foun-
dation, 2022), 57-70.

- “Animated City: Life Force, Guardians, and
Contemporary Architecture in Kyoto,” in Spirits
and Animism in Contemporary Japan (Blooms-
bury, 2019), 81-94.

- “Heian Jingi: Monument or Shinté Shrine?,”
Journal of Religion in Japan 7.1 (2018), 1-26.

- “Of Trees and Beasts: Site Selection in Pre-
modern East Asia,” Journal of Asian Human-
ities at Kyushu University (JAH-Q) 1 (2016),
1-7.

- “Interroger le paysage: A la recherche des
quatre divinités protégeant les capitales jap-
onaises de style chinois,” in Dispositifs et notions
de la spatialité japonaise (Presses Polytech-
niques Universitaires Romandes, 2014), 80-
100.

- “Feng Shui Symbolism in Japan: The Four
Divine Beasts,” in Theory and Reality of Feng
Shui in Architecture and Landscape Art (Hum-



boldt-Universitit zu Berlin, 2013), 35-48.

- [ B EIRELTOARM — R OWH
— | BT BRI (BRG R A SR 5E T,
2012), 35-40.

- “The Four Directional Animals in East Asia: A
Comparative Analysis,” in Feng Shui (Kan Yu)
and Architecture (Humboldt-Universitit zu
Berlin, 2011), 201-16.

- Nagaoka, Japan’s Forgotten Capital (Brill,
2008).
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Carter specializes in the religions of Japan
with a focus on mountains. He recently pub-
lished a book on the historical formation of
Shugendos. In addition, Carter has published
articles on ‘dark’ pilgrimage in the Edo period
and the contemporary phenomenon of ‘power
spots’ (pawasupotto). His current research
concerns intersections between mountain wor-
ship and mountaineering in Japan’s modern
period as well as a project on sacred graffiti at
temples and shrines in the country. Carter’s
teaching revolves around issues including
space and place, narrative and folklore, women
and gender, and ecology.

- A Path into the Mountains: Shugendo and Mount
Togakushi (University of Hawai‘i Press, 2022).

- “Mountains,” in The New Nanzan Guide to
Japanese Religions, eds. Jolyon B. Thomas and
Matthew D. McMullen, 213-28 (Nanzan Li-
brary of Asian Religion and Culture, University
of Hawai‘i Press, 2025).

- “The Metamorphic Spirit: Mountaineering,
Secularity, and Spirituality at the Turn of Ja-
pan’s Twentieth Century.” Religion 55.2 (2024),
393-410.

- “From Hucksters to Holy Men: Reimagining
the Mountain Ascetic in Late Medieval Japan.”
Journal of Religion in Japan 12.2 (2023), 127-
51.

- “The Spread of Shinto and Shugend6 in the
Eighteenth Century: An Introduction to and
Translation of the Shugen Ichijitsu Reiso Shinto
mikki.” Japan Review 37 (2022).

- “The Demonic Landscape: Oni Legends and
the Making of Japan’s Early Modern Country-
side,” Japan Forum 31.4 (2019), 467-86.

- “Power Spots and the Charged Landscape of
Shinto,” Japanese Journal of Religious Studies
45.1 (2018), 145-73.

- “Constructing a Place, Fracturing a Geography:
The Case of the Japanese Tendai Cleric Join,”
History of Religions 56.3 (2017), 289-310.

- [ERDOIVENZE Z 7211 £ —F i — Bl oA
B2 5T FHIHARA 82 (2017), 90-106.
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Yang specializes in architecture, urbanism, and
visual culture of modern Japan. Her current
working manuscript examines Japanese archi-
tectural activities and urban culture in colonial
Manchuria. She is also interested in the ex-
change of people, artifacts, and ideas within
the Japanese empire during the first half of the
twentieth century. Yang teaches courses in
modern Japanese art and architecture, urban-
ism, and visual culture of modern East Asia.
She is also a Co-Principal Investigator, togeth-
er with IMAP faculty member Anton Schweiz-
er, of the Getty-funded research project
“Shared Coasts, Divided Historiographies.”

S[ERERELComM oMK | [EREREL
TOBHEIAL) HEFIEA L EBERFARATAT -2
Ja=F—varpigeir GEEFL 2025) 167-91.
- [ B B3R ol 2 I SR 1 KSR LA
TENRE b 5 53 BB T 22 ] (1899-1932) |
Bty PG BLE AR TSR LT (2023) , 94-122.

- [ [ 4R B 22 ]« Rl A R i 1 22 ) TR Rl B 3
JE | Bl P BLER AT SR AFZE 10 (2022), 103-20.
- “Shadows of Urban Utopia: Japanese Housing
in Colonial Manchuria,” Proceedings of the 35"
World Congress of Art History- Motion: Trans-
Sformation (2021), 317-22.

- “Touring Buildings of Colonial Modernity:
Architecture and Tourism in Manchuria (1905-
1945),” Proceedings of EAAC 2015 Gwangju
Practical History (2015), 895-98.
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Weiss’s research focuses on the history of
ideas, especially the mythology of ancient Japan
and its function in Japan’s cultural memory,
including its utilization in modern nation-build-
ing and in justifying colonial rule. More broadly,
he is interested in the intercultural transfer of
ideas (especially within the Sinosphere) and
questions of identity formation (perceptions of
self and other). His current research project
situates the emergence of ethnology in Japan
as an academic discipline in its global histori-
cal context. Weiss teaches courses in premod-
ern Japanese literature, intellectual history,
classical Japanese (bungo and kanbun), and
cultural memory studies.

- Korea, Japan, and the Vienna School of Ethnol-
ogy (Korea Europe Review 6), co-edited with
Juljan Biontino and Bernhard Scheid, 2024.

- Religionspolitik und politische Religion in Ja-
pan und Europa: Debatten um Polytheismus,
Nationalismus und Kolonialismus, co-edited
with Michael Mandelartz (J. B. Metzler, 2024).
- The God Susanoo and Kovea in Japan’s Cul-
tural Memory: Ancient Myths and Modern Em-
pire (Bloomsbury Academic, 2022)

- [HE OBE T A+ EHEEF A RICOWT
VLR R A Y S G 4 ASPEKT 54 (2021),
3-11.

- “Slaying the Serpent: Comparative Mytholog-
ical Perspectives on Susanoo’s Dragon Fight,”
Journal of Asian Humanities at Kyushu Univer-
sity (JAH-Q) 3 (2018), 1-20.

- “Die politische Dimension der japanischen
Mythologie: Forschung und Ideologie,” in Re-
ligion, Politik und Ideologie: Beitriige zu einer
kritischen Kulturwissenschaft, eds. Michael
Wachutka, Monika Schrimpf, and Birgit Stae-
mmler (Tudicium, 2018), 338-49.
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Studying Japan From Within

XFTA4 TTATAN IN)Y NURADI Raditya Halimawan  EELRIGEMBHHENH (KASHET)

I imagine many of you are familiar with certain anime and manga titles, including Demon Slayer or One Piece.
I would not be surprised if your experience with these fascinating stories and characters draws your interest to Japan.
When I first came to Japan—to Fukuoka—over ten years ago, I knew nothing about Japanese culture, history,
language, or the ever-changing world of Japanese popular culture. And now, I am a scholar of Japanese religions,
specializing in religion and popular culture. My research explores what is commonly referred to as anime pilgrimages,
which are these journeys and visits to significant sites featured in anime or manga.

My interest in my research topic stems not only from my experience living in Japan, but also from the interdisciplinary
nature of my training in the International Master’s (IMAP) and the International Doctorate (IDOC) Programs in
Japanese Humanities at Kyushu University. Lectures by Japan Studies specialists from various institutions all over the
world, fieldtrips to various historical sites, including temples and museums, and, more importantly, the experience

of studying Japan while living in Japan. Many of my ideas as a scholar and my approach to research have been
influenced by being exposed to the interdisciplinary and international environment provided through the program. Academia as a career path
remains one of the most perilous career choices one could possibly make, and despite being a full-time Assistant Professor at a research institution
in Japan, I would still recommend people to steer away from an academic career. But if you enjoy doing research, and you think an academic career is
right for you, then there is truly no other program that can provide you with the kind of experience and training that the IMAP/IDOC program can.
The graduate school experience in a standard program at a Japanese university offers a very different experience from those in the United States
or the United Kingdom. While there is not enough space here to discuss all the differences, the IMAP/IDOC program can give you access to the
resources, including texts, objects, and people, necessary in Japanese humanities research, while keeping you connected to the international
Anglophone research community. These are opportunities that, unfortunately, remain unavailable for most Japanese Studies graduate programs.
If you do end up choosing to study at Kyushu University, I have one final suggestion: Get out of class and explore Fukuoka! It truly is a wonderful
city and one that I have been fortunate enough to call home.
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Overview of the School of Letters and
Graduate School of Humanities

History

What we call now Kyushu University was first
established as Kyushu Imperial University on January
1, 1911. A decision had been made previously that an
Imperial University should be founted in Kyushu in
addition to the two existing institutions in Tokyo and
Kyoto; accordingly, Fukuoka Medical College, a branch
of Kyoto Imperial University, was founded in Fukuoka
in April 1903. This became the forerunner of Kyushu
Imperial University.

The Faculty of Letters was founded by imperial
decree as a section within the Faculty of Law and
Letters in September 1924. At the same time the titles
of its subdivisions and number of chairs were tacited. In
1947, the ordinances governing Japanese Imperial
Universities were reformed and at that time, Kyushu
University gained its present name and status as a
national university. April 1949 saw the separation of the
faculties of Law and Letters, and at this juncture the
Faculty of Letters became an independent entity. The
following month, sweeping reforms of the Japanese
educational system took place and although Kyushu
University retained its name, a new educational format
was introduced under the School Education Law. In
April 1953, Kyushu University’s Graduate School was
established comprising eight divisions, one of which
was the Division of Letters (bungakukenkyiika).

The Faculty of Letters began as an amalgamation of
twenty subdivisions (koza)in 1924; by 1998, this number
had grown to twenty-four. In April 2000, the
undergraduate school was reorganized into the School
of Letters consisting of twenty-one subdivisions,
grouped broadly into the sections of Philosophy,
History, Literature, and Human Sciences. At the same
time, the graduate school was reorganized into its
present form, consisting of eighteen specialties within
three major departments: Philosophy, History and
Geography, and Languages and Literature. Following

the reorganization of national universities to University

Corporations in 2004, the undergraduate and graduate
schools of Kyushu University’s Faculty of Letters were
renamed the School of Letters and the Graduate School
of Humanities, respectively. At Presenc the Schools as a
whole boast more than fifty full-time faculty members
who are actively engaged in research projects and a
book collection of over 500,000 volumes.

A total of 11,063 men and women have received an
under-graduate degree from the School of Letters since
1928. Prior to the sweeping reforms of 1953, the
Graduate School awarded 43 doctoral degrees. Between
then and March 2025, 2,324 master’s degrees and 296
doctoral degrees have been granted. A further 303
doctorates were granted based on an external
examination of a dissertation. Graduates are active in
the fields of education, civil service and, increasingly, in

the world of business.

Structure
The School of Letters
The Section of Philosophy

This undergraduate Section is subdivided in
Western Philosophy / the History of Western
Philosophy, Ethics, the History of Indian Philosophy,
the History of Chinese Philosophy, and Aesthetics / the
History of Art. By examining scholarly traditions past
and present and pursuing inquiry into basic, underlying
principles, the disciplines in this Section provide the

fundamental elements of humanistic scholarship.

The Section of History

This undergraduate Section is subdivided in Japanese
History, Asian History, Korean History, Archaeology,
Western History, and the History of Islamic Civilization.
Each discipline specializes in a different tradition, but
shares emphases on the handling and interpretation of
original historical materials and on the investigation of

historiographic theory.



The Section of Literature

This undergraduate Section consists of Japanese
Language and Literature, Chinese Literature, Anglo-
American Language and Literature, German Literature,
and French Literature. Each discipline takes as its object
the language and literature of one or more peoples,

offering specialized lectures and research on each.

The Section of Human Sciences

This undergraduate Section comprises Linguistics/
Applied Linguistics, Geography, Sociology, Psychology,
and Comparative Religion. The Linguistics division
studies individual and universal aspects of language.
The Geography division concerns theories and study of
the human spatial environment. The Sociology division
concentrates on theoretical and empirical studies of
modern society. The Psychology division aims to clarify
the mechanisms of the human mind. The Comparative
Religion division is centered on the field study of

various religions.

The Graduate School of Humanities
The Department of Philosophy

This graduate Department is subdivided in
Philosophy, Ethics, the History of Indian Philosophy,
the History of Chinese Philosophy, and Art Studies.
Since October 2011, the Department also offers the
English-taught International Master’s Program (IMAP)

in Japanese Humanities.

The Department of History and Geography

This graduate Department comprises Japanese
History, Asian History, Korean History, Archaeology,
Western History, the History of Islamic Civilization, and

Geography.

The Department of Linguistics and Literature

This graduate Department is divided into six
specializations: Japanese Language and Literature,
Chinese Literature, English Language and Literature,

German Literature, French Literature, and Linguistics.

International Exchange

Kyushu University has kept pace with the progressive
internationalization of Japan by encouraging a broad
range of exchanges between researchers and students
here and abroad. The fruits of these efforts are reflected
partly in the growing number of scholarly exchange
agreements we have entered into with foreign
universities: 153 at the university level and six at the
faculty level, located in thirty-six countries. There are at
present eighty-eight foreign students enrolled in the
Schools.
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